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REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY WELL ABOVE YEAR AGO 


EAL estate activity has shown marked improvement over the entire coun- 
Res during the last year. Based on the number of voluntary transfers per 

10,000 families, national activity is 9.5% above the level of one year ago. 
Among the 86 cities where this year and last year figures are available, 7% showed 
a gain, 2 remained the same, and only 8 showed a loss. The national average 
for the year just ended has been 95.5 transfers per 10,000 families, compared 
with 87.2 last year. Activity in more than 100 cities is charted on pages 236 
through 248. For reference to an earlier study of the same nature, see the No- 
vember 30, 1954, Real Estate Analyst. 








All of the charts are on the basis of the number of transfers per 10, 000* fami- 
lies. They are not indexed, but they have been adjusted to eliminate seasonal 
fluctuations. In other words, the basic data for these charts - the actual number 
of voluntary real estate sales - have been handled very simply. They have merely 
been adjusted to eliminate changes in and differences in population, and they have 
had the seasonal fluctuations removed. Therefore, the charts on the various cities 
can be compared realistically with one another, and there are a good many in- 
teresting comparisons. 


For a quicker comparison of city-by-city changes in real estate activity, look 
at the tables on pages 234 and 235. One comparison shows that there are 46 
cities above the national average and 40 cities beiow it. Of these 86 cities, 45 
are located north of the Ohio and east of the Mississippi Rivers. In this north- 
eastern section, only 40% of the cities are above the national average. Among 
the 41 other cities, 68% are above the national average. 


Highest activity continues to be found in St. Petersburg, Florida, 261.0(sales 
per 10,000 families); Phoenix, Arizona, 232.1; San Jose, California, 225.1; 
(cont. on page 248) 





*The Manhattan chart is based on the number of transfers per 100,000 families. 
There are so many multifamily buildings on Manhattan and such an enormous 
population that the number of sales per month is running about 3.8 per 10, 000 
families. In order to keep the chart on Manhattan in proportion with the others, 
we have used 100, 000 families as the basis for our population adjustment. There- 
fore, the present rate on Manhattan reads 38(sales per 100,000 families) instead 
of 3.8 (sales per 10, 000 families). 
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REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
PRESENT COMPARED WITH A YEAR AGO 


Number of real estate transfers 
per 10,000 families 
City Last year Present change 


Akron, Ohio 114. 132. +16. 
Allentown, Pa. 72. 77. +7. 
Atlanta, Ga. 136. -3. 
Austin, Tex. +8. 
Baltimore, Md. +5. 
Binghamton, N. Y. als 
Birmingham, Ala. +23. 
Boston, Mass. +14, 
Bridgeport, Conn. +21. 
Buffalo, N. Y. +11. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. +16. 
Chicago, Ill. +11. 
Cincinnati, Ohio +4 
Cleveland, Ohio +19. 
Columbus, Ohio +9. 
Dallas, Tex. - 
Davenport, Iowa +11. 
Dayton, Ohio +24. 
Decatur, Ill. +32. 
Denver, Colo. +20. 
Des Moines, Iowa +34, 
Detroit, Mich. +14. 
Duluth, Minn. +9. 
Elizabeth, N. J. +6. 
Evansville, Ind. +17. 
Fall River, Mass. +2. 
Flint, Mich. +19. 
Fort Wayne, Ind. +23. 
Fort Worth, Tex. ~48. 
Gadsden, Ala. +12. 
Gary, Ind. +24. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. +36. 
Hartford, Conn. +25. 
Houston, Tex. 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

Jacksonville, Fla. 

Jersey City, N. J. 

Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Little Rock, Ark. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

Louisville, Ky. 
Lowell-Lawrence-Haverhill, Mass. 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Miami, Fla. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mobile, Ala. 
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REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
PRESENT COMPARED WITH A YEAR AGO 


Number of real estate transfers 


City 


Montgomery, Ala. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Nassau County, N. Y. 
Newark, N. J. 

New Haven, Conn 
New York, N. Y. (Manhattan) 
Oakland, Calif. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Omaha, Nebr. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Portland, Maine 
Portland, Oreg. 
Queens County, N. Y. 
Reading, Pa. 
Richmond, Va. 
Rochester, N. Y. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
San Antonio, Tex. 
San Diego, Calif. 

San Francisco, Calif. 
San Jose, Calif. 
Savannah, Ga. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Somerville, Mass. 
South Bend, Ind. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Springfield, Mo. 
Springfield, Ohio 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Tacoma, Wash. 
Terre Haute, Ind. 
Toledo, Ohio 
Topeka, Kans. 
Trenton, N. J. 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Tulsa, Okla. 

Waco, Tex. 
Washington, D. C. 
Waterbury, Conn. 
Westchester County, N. Y. 
Worcester, Mass. 
Youngstown, Ohio 
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REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
PRESENT COMPARED WITH A YEAR AGO 


Number of real estate transfers 
per 10,000 families 
City Last year Present 


Akron, Ohio 114. 
Allentown, Pa. 72. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Austin, Tex. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Binghamton, N. Y. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Boston, Mass. 
Bridgeport, Conn. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Dallas, Tex. 
Davenport, Iowa 
Dayton, Ohio 
Decatur, Ill. 
Denver, Colo. 

Des Moines, Iowa 
Detroit, Mich. 
Duluth, Minn. 
Elizabeth, N. J. 
Evansville, Ind. 
Fall River, Mass. 
Flint, Mich. 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Fort Worth, Tex. 
Gadsden, Ala. 
Gary, Ind. 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Houston, Tex. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Jersey City, N. J. 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Lowell-Lawrence-Haverhill, Mass. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Miami, Fla. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Mobile, Ala. 


132.9 
77.9 
136. 
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REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 
PRESENT COMPARED WITH A YEAR AGO 


Number of real estate transfers 
per 10,000 families 
City Last year Present % change 


Montgomery, Ala. 48. 
Nashville, Tenn. 91 
Nassau County, N. Y. 184. 
Newark, N. J. 49. 
New Haven, Conn. 49. 
New York, N. Y. (Manhattan) 
Oakland, Calif. 70. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Omaha, Nebr. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Portland, Maine 

Portland, Oreg. 

Queens County, N. Y. 
Reading, Pa. 
Richmond, Va. 

Rochester, N. Y. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

San Antonio, Tex. 

San Diego, Calif. 

San Francisco, Calif. 

San Jose, Calif. 

Savannah, Ga. 

Seattle, Wash. 
Somerville, Mass. 

South Bend, Ind. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Springfield, Mo. 
Springfield, Ohio 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Tacoma, Wash. 

Terre Haute, Ind. 

Toledo, Ohio 

Topeka, Kans. 

Trenton, N. J. 

Tucson, Ariz. 

Tulsa, Okla. 

Waco, Tex. 

Washington, D. C. 
Waterbury, Conn. 
Westchester County, N. Y. 
Worcester, Mass. 
Youngstown, Ohio 


76.4 +56.9 
104.4 +13. 
170.1 -7. 
50.8 +3. 
68.6 +38. 
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(cont. from page 233) 
Tucson, Arizona, 202.2; and Flint, 
Michigan, 193.1. The poorest ac- 
tivity is in Somerville, Massachu- 
setts, 19.4 sales per 10,000 fami- 
lies; Jersey City, New Jersey, 
33.6; and the Lowell-Lawrence- 
Haverhill area, 43.4. 


We have added a chart on real 
estate activity in Winnipeg, Canada 
(see above). It is interesting tonote 
that activity there has followed 
closely the trend of the national av- 
erage in the United States. How- 
ever, the peak of activity there in 
the mid-1940’s was not so extreme 
as our national average, and oc- 
curred one year later. 














